Compressing "the sandwiched": an examination of reductionist health policies on women in Canada.
Worldwide, policymakers are critically examining the escalating costs of health care. One proposed solution has been to move away from a centralized "general hospital"-type of treatment in favor of a family-based model emphasizing health as well as treatment. While I agree that such approaches constitute an innovative outlook on health care, I draw on a social ecological approach in order to attract attention to and lay out the argument for future research examining the unacknowledged and unstudied impact that such proposed policies will have on women. Undoubtedly, it is they who will bear the brunt of the proposed health-related responsibilities offloaded by governments. I examine the implications of such proposed policies on Canadians, particularly Canadian women, although the Canadian system is but an exemplar of the changing dynamics of caregiving in a broader world situation.